
F or more than 20 years, the Foundation has engaged 
volunteers and citizens to raise awareness in the region, 

and even more importantly, the need to preserve the St. 
George’s Church site.  
 

A historic site closely linked to the founding of 
Drummondville, it constitutes a collective heritage that goes 
well beyond the religious considerations of its first vocation. 
Thus, since the beginning of the 1990’s Anglophones, 
Francophones, Anglicans, Catholics, citizens of 
Drummondville past and present, have seen to the 
preservation and development of the St. George’s Church 
property. The site is one of beauty but is one that requires 
constant attention.    
 

While at the same 
time, the Parish, no 
longer having to 
worry about the 
material assets, 
was able to focus 
on its religious 
mission.  In 1991, 
the year a few 
people got together 

t o  f o r m  a 
committee which 
led  to  the 
creation of the 
Foundation, the 
consensus was that the Parish would lose its self-sufficiency 
in 5 years. This is a confirmation that the strategy put in 
place at that time and the constant effort during all these 
years has not been in vain.   Now, 20 years later, this self-
sufficiency can no longer be maintained.  The Foundation 
must therefore take up the slack.   
 

It is now called upon to play a further role in the future of 
the property by taking over the near total management of the 
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President’s letter 

I t’s been awhile since I have had the 
opportunity to wish you all a Happy, 

Healthy and Prosperous New Year.   
  
2011 has been a busy year (I know, 
they all are).  St. George’s Church 
continues its religious activities with 
services every 2nd and 4th week of the 
month.  The Swiss Community also 
holds their religious meetings here as 
well.  It is nice to see the Church open 
and being utilized. 
 
Work in the cemetery continued this 
year.  We are now quite up to date with 
repairs and renovations thanks to Len, 
Yves and Doris.  They have also been 
putting a lot of work into the 
Descriptive Panels that should be 
installed this summer.   
 
A lot of effort has been put into the self 
sufficiency of our historic site.  It is 
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Thanks to all heritage supporters 

quite the task trying to find ways 
to support this treasure and give 
it a dignified vocation.  We feel 
confident that we are on the right 
track and that this remarkable 
site will still be here long after we 
are gone.  It has and continues to 
be a learning experience. 
 
I always like to take this time to 
thank our Directors and 
volunteers.  Many have been with 
me since 1991.  We never 
thought we would still be 
meeting so many years later.  
They are a wonderful group of 
energetic and fun people to work 
with.   
 
Another essential group that we 
need to thank are our many 
generous donors.  We would be 
nowhere if not for your continued 
confidence and financial support.  
It makes us feel like we are on 
the right path and gives us the 
energy required to continue our 
mission.  
 
So, here is to another year filled 
with great projects and success 
in our efforts to preserve this 
very important site.  I hope that 
we have a chance to see some of 
you in 2012. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Cathy Millar 
President  

(Continued from page 1) 

President’s letter (cont’d…) The Rectory’s Cries for Help… 

O ur next major undertaking will be to breathe new life into the 
Rectory. This charming structure located on the historic Church 

property in the heart of Drummondville could prove to be a valuable 
asset which would insure the sustainability of the site. 
 
This will require a significant restoration effort that must respect the 
guidelines set for historic sites and meet existing codes. 
 
The Foundation directors are currently in communication with differ-
ent government agencies and business organizations in an effort to 
evaluate viable options for the future of the Rectory, establish cost es-
timates and the source of required funding. 
 
More on this at a later date. 

And the Hall is reassured! 

I n 2011 the Foundation had the Hall roof repaired.  The images of 
the old roof show that the Foundation does not embark on any su-

perfluous expenditure. 

 

The Hall roof before the work… 



I t seems like a long time since your Foundation 
voted to restore the Menzies-Duncan site in the 

cemetery. Readers will recall that the wrought iron 
fence which surrounds the monument was badly in 
need of repair and that the monument, a tall obelisk, 
had developed a lean that rivalled the Tower of Pisa. 

Previous newsletters de-
scribed the work that was 
finally undertaken late in 
the fall of 2010. Well….I’m 
pleased to report that the 
tilt is a thing of the past. 
The photo clearly shows 
that the obelisk once again 
points toward the heavens 
but there is a lot more that 
you can’t see. Prior to resto-
ration, the monument was 
strangely off center in its 
enclosure and it rested on a 
fractured block of concrete 
that caused the tilt.  No 
longer! The entire wrought 
iron fence was moved for-
ward slightly so that the 
obelisk is now centered in 
its enclosure and it now 
rests on a much larger rein-
forced concrete base. The 
monument itself remains 
precisely in its original loca-
tion. I suppose that some of 
the rustic charm of the site 

has been lost. I refer to the piece of rusty wire that 
held the enclosure gate closed. Gone forever and re-
placed by a proper iron latch fashioned by a local 
metal worker. I’m sure the ghosts have had a good 
look at the finished project. I hope they like it. 
 
L.Winston Desfosses 
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site thus leaving to the Parish the essential 
elements for its religious mission. Thus, the 
Foundation will ensure the day-to-day management 
of the site by continuing to provide funding for 
restoration projects, but also taking over basic 
elements essential to the preservation of the site 
such as maintenance, insurance 
and utilities 
 
These new responsibilities for 
the Foundation will mean that 
your support is even more 
important than in the past.  
There are different ways to 
support our mission; by 
volunteering your time or 
through your donations, which 
are always of great importance 
and remain fundamental to the 
pursuit of our activities.  Your 
participation at our annual 
barbecue in June is vital.  
Finally, your support over these 
many years has been essential 
for the preservation of the site.  
 
At the same time, we wish to 
inform everyone that it is also 
possible to rent our facilities 
which are available for different 
types of gatherings; family get-
togethers, press conferences, 
weddings and other events held 
in an enchanting setting and in the city centre.  In 
the coming months we will work to increase the 
activities allowing you to discover this exceptional 
site while, at the same time, helping us in this 
important collective mission that unites us all. 
 
Robert Pelletier and Guy Drouin 

(Continued from page 1) 

At the Crossroads (cont’d…)  Mission accomplished 

The Hall and the Church can be rented for private events.   For details, go to: 

http://www.fondation-st-george.org/location.php 

 



T he City of Drummondville 
founded in 1815, today has 

more than 72,000 residents. It is Quebec’s 14th 
largest city and is most advantageously posi-
tioned in the region.  One important niche that 
has evolved over the years is cultural and heri-
tage development which attracts thousands of 
Drummondvillois and visitors throughout the 
year with an important peak in the summer 
season. Drummondville has 15 PIIA regula-
tions in as many different zones.  The heritage 
inventory consists of 93 buildings of signifi-
cance and Rue Principales Corporation has 
been active in this area since June 1991. 
 
Twenty-five years ago, 31 historical interpre-
tive panels were produced entitled Souvenance 
(Memories) to publicize to residents and visi-
tors alike the buildings, personalities and sig-
nificant places in the City.  These panels have 
fulfilled their mission.  However, the time has 
come to review and modernize the concept.  The 
new project is called Parcours Souvenance (Trail 
of Memories) which we divided into two parts:  
31 updates and modernized panels and 18 un-
published audio-visual capsules.               
 
Residents, visitors and tourists will benefit from 
a coherent, modern and technologically updated 
heritage trail with high quality graphics. In addi-
tion, opting for audio-video capsules reduces the 
costs of producing paper documents and pre-
sents the City of Drummondville as an actor 
concerned with actions towards sustainable de-
velopment. 
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Parcours Souvenance 

T he Foundation continues to need your support. 
Become a member today or by sending us your tax 

deductible donation, you will help the Foundation achieve 
its mission to restore and preserve our heritage for future 
generations. 

 
Thousands of images from various collections were examined.  
Unpublished audio records have been created.  18 capsules rep-
resenting the first major release of the film archives by the So-
ciété d’histoire de Drummond (Drummond Historical Society) 
transferred in 2008 to the NFB, consisting of over 1000 images.  
These capsules are syntheses of historical documents that are 
important are conserve.  Choices were required.  The history of a 
city could easily result in hundreds of capsules and panels. 
Questions were asked:  should we add a little more on the lives of 
the thousands of workers in textile companies and the building 
of the typical neighbourhoods that followed?  Do we say enough 
about the celebration of the Eucharist (1941) so important in the 
past and no one knows its mean today?  Do we add more private 
details to certain disasters that impacted the daily lives of an 
entire generation?  Have we successfully portrayed the founder of 
the City?  Choices that the production team have made with the 
greatest consideration, always accompanied by the certainty of 
doing something important both for our predecessors and to the 
current population that is proud of its past. 
The stroller will learn of the importance of the Saint François 
River in the economic development of the city, the spectacular 
welcome of Princess Elizabeth (the future Queen of England) by 

St. George’s Church panel 

 



I t is with great pleas-
ure that I accepted, 

following a request of 
the Wardens, to be ap-
pointed by our Bishop, 
the Right Reverend 
Dennis Drainville, as 
Vicar of the Parish of St. 
George’s Church of 
Drummondville, effec-
tive March 24, 2012. 
According to my ap-
pointment letter, the 
Bishop will remain Rec-
tor and Incumbent of 
St. George, and I will 

work under his supervision. 
 

Following discussions held amongst the Wardens 
and me - prior to my appointment, we will con-
tinue to serve the existing congregation and put 
effort on developing a new francophone ministry. 
To achieve that goal, we’ll proceed to the renewal 
of our liturgy. This implies that our worship is 
going to be bilingual.  
 

I would like to express a sincere thank you to my 
predecessor, Reverend Canon Fred Richardson 
who faithfully served St George’s for so many 
years.  
 

Please note that our calendar will remain the 
same: 2nd Saturday of every month, worship ac-
cording to the United Church; 4th Saturday, Holy 
Eucharist according to the Anglican Church rite.  
 

Blessings. 
 

Rev. Yves Samson, B. Th., Priest 
Vicar of St George’s, Drummondville 
Curate of St James, Trois-Rivières 

      Parcours souvenance (cont’d…)              News from the Parish 
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30,000 people at her stop in Drum-
mondville in November 1951, or the 
most recognized Canadian Pacific 
Station Manager for 43 years, be-
tween 1924 and 1967, was a lady. 
 
The graphic design of the panels is in 
itself a work of art.  Harmony be-
tween text and images, the shading 
of the colours and the reference 
codes allow for easy reading as well 
as an understanding of historical 
facts and heritage buildings pre-
sented.  The panels are installed near 
a river, in a park, in a floral display, 
near an historic building or in the 
city centre allowing visitors to dis-
cover sometimes overlooked areas of great beauty.  The circuit 
can be discovered on foot or on bicycle at various strategic 
locations in the city with guide panels and MP3 players that 
contain 18 historical capsules that are offered to walkers at no 
charge by the City of Drummondville.  
 
Each of the panels also offers QR code technology.  These 
codes allow users of Smartphones on-site access to the his-
torical capsules at any panel by a direct link on YouTube. 
 
Each year, the City of Drummondville welcomes hundreds of 
thousands of visitors from around the world, mainly in the city 
centre during the Mondial des cultures, a major event for over 
30 years.  The need for an additional, modern and accessible 
project was strongly expressed by these visitors and the gen-
eral population.  The Parcours Souvenance completes the cur-
rent offering in the city centre which includes guided tours of 
the heritage Catholic and Anglican churches; tours of the 
popular Museum of Photography; artistic presentations offered 
throughout the summer, several times a week 
at Place Saint-Frédéric; art galleries; ancestral homes and 
other cultural events. 
 
The PARCOURS SOUVENANCE project – represents interac-
tive and modern urban development using cutting edge tech-
nology.  The City of Drummondville is thus undertaking a tan-
gible communication with its citizens and its visitors.  
 
 

Danielle Dufresne  
Directrice du Service des arts, de la culture et de l’immigra-
tion, Ville de Drumondville 

 

Annual Feast of St.George    
Saturday, June 2, 2012 

 
Tickets available from Directors www.ville.drummondville.qc.ca  

See:  Parcours Souvenance 

Bob Taylor, Katherine Archer, Hugh  
Bieber, Doris Mace and Rev. Yves Samson 

 



T he 2011 financial reports will show that 
expenditures exceeded income by $9,375.  

Donations continue to be the Foundation’s major 
source of income reaching $9,372, down slightly from 
$9,960 in 2010.  Major contributors were Edward and 
Lenora Needham, Alan N. Rhodes and one donor who 
wishes to remain anonymous. 
 
Income from activities was $2,727 compared to $3,014 
last year, and interest income from term deposits and 
bank interest was up to $289 compared to $119 in 
2010.  Miscellaneous income was $400. 
 
In 2011 the Foundation completed the restoration of 
the Duncan/Menzies grave site and undertook a 
significant and much needed task of the roof repairs 
and replacement the shingles on the Church Hall.  
Consequently, repair and restoration expenditures to 
the Church property totalled $10,962, while the 
cemetery project costs reached $4,462 during the year.  
The cost of our fundraising activities was $2,718 which 
was down slightly from $2,856 disbursed in 2010.  
Directors’ insurance, bank fees and miscellaneous 
charges totalled $1,112 compared to $842 in 2010.  
And finally, the cost of professional fees was $2,909 up 
from $2,679 in 2010. 
 
In summary, total income was $12,788 in 2011 down 
slightly from $13,093 in 2010, while expenditures were 
$22,163 up from $7,497 in the previous year.  Finally, 
the surplus as of December 31, 2011 stands at $35,799 
versus $45,174 at the beginning of the year. 
 
 
Hugh E. Bieber, Treasurer 

Balance Sheet - December 31 2011 
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Treasurer’s Report – 2011 

 2011 2010 
 Income:  $  $ 
   Conseil du patrimoine religieux            
   Donations and Memberships  9 372  9 960 
   Interest Income               289               119 
   Income from activities            2 727            3 014 
   Miscellaneous            400            
                                    
 Total Income:   12 788    13 093  

   
 Expenses:   
   Repairs to building            10 962           211 
   Fundraising Activities             2 718             2 856 
   Cemetery Project Costs             4 462             909 
   Director’s insurance                913                699 
   Bank Charges                5                 

   Professional Fees               2 909   2 679 
                     
 Total Expenses:           22 163           7 497 
   
 Net Income or (Lost) for the Period           (9 375)           5 596 
               
 Surplus at Beginning of Period         45 174          39 578  
   
 Surplus at End of Period          35 799 $        45 174 $  

   Miscellaneous                194   143 

How to reach us: 
St.George’s Church Foundation Inc. 

276 Heriot Street  
Drummondville, QC, Canada J2C 1K1 

Phone 819-826-2209 
E-mail: h.bieber@sympatico.ca 

 31/12/2011 31/12/2010 
 Assets:  $  $ 
   

Cash on Hand             2 720              7 311  
   Guaranteed Income Inves.          31 680          37 528 
   Accrued Intererest                77                24 
  Acc. Receivable( Fed. Gov.)   1 353   311 
  Total Assets:          35 830           45 174 
   
  Liabilities and Assets:   
   
  Accounts Payable                         -                            -    
  Surplus           35 830           45 174 

Statement of Income and Expenses – 2011 

The Foundation Directors   
Executive: 
Cathy Millar President  Roert Pelletier Vice-president 
Barbara Grant  Secretary Hugh Bieber    Treasurer 
 
Directors: 
Phyllis Atwood  Barry Husk  Doris Mace  Guy Drouin   
Yves Toutant Robert Taylor Robert Haggerty Katherine Archer 
Raymond Ouellet Leonard W. Desfosses   


