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Letter from the President
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009 has come to a close and proved to
be a busy year for the Foundation.
The Parish is in need of more and more
support from the Foundation in its
various endeavours. As a result, the
Foundation has been studying different
options concerning the future of the
property.
The entire Drummondville
community supports the Foundation in
its quest to preserve the site. The
Foundation’s
objectives
remain
unchanged since its creation in 1993,
that is the restoration and preservation of
our extraordinary historic site which is
St. George’s Church. These objectives
were the focus of our actions in 2009.
The Foundation continues to work in
close cooperation with the Parish in an
effort to find the best solution for the two
corporations. The Parish is experiencing
financial difficulties due to lower
revenues
and
ever
increasing
expenditures which do not allow them to
produce a balanced budget.
The
(Continued on page 2)

Inside this issue:
After restoration, information

1/2

Letter from president ( cont’d)

2

On the lookout for the DUNCANS

3

Duncan grave site

4

MSSS

5

Treasurer’s Report—
Report—2009
2009

6

After restoration, information

S

t. George’s Church cemetery is the oldest cemetery in
Drummondville. It was established on land donated by
Major-General Frederic George Heriot. The first burials date
back to 1815 and the last were in the middle of the twentieth
century. It is the resting place for many of Drummondville’s
pioneers including the Major-General and some of the
veterans who served under his command.
It is interesting to note that Drummondville’s second Anglican
Church building was built in 1820 in the north corner of the
cemetery and was utilized for thirty-three years.
This cemetery has undergone significant restoration thanks
to the efforts of the volunteer members of the St. George’s
Church Foundation and others, as well as financial support
from our many generous donors. Among the projects
realized,
is
a
security
fence
including
a
decorative
fence
along the front and
Church side of the
cemetery, several
monuments have
been restored, trees
have been pruned
and new trees and
bushes have been
planted. As you
know,
the
Foundation
had
previously
undertaken major
restoration projects
on the Church
itself.
As you will note as
you read other
articles in this
St.Geroge’s Church, winter 2009
newsletter, we are
(Continued on page 2)
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After restoration, information...
(Continued from page 1)

planning
other
projects to improve
the site. One of these
projects next to the
cemetery is to install
interpretive panels to
properly
inform
visitors.
This will consist of two
or three panels in a
conical shape (Gothic
style) to match the
shape of the Church
windows
(see
illustration).
These
panels will have the
following information:
• A brief history of the
cemetery
• A
plan of the
cemetery
• The names of all
persons interned.
Further information will
be available on the
Foundation’s website.
The committee working
on this project will meet
on April 12th to finalize
the details which will
then be submitted to
the
Foundation
directors
for
final
approval.
We are hoping that
these panels will be
installed this summer.
Yves Toutant

Letter from the President...
S t . Ge o r g e ’s
N e ws is a
Pu b l ic at io n
of
S t . Ge o r g e ’s
Ch u r ch
Fo u n d at io n

(Continued from page 1)

Foundation must play a greater role in the search for
financing in order to allow the Parish to devote itself
to its religious calling. An agreement with the Parish
is close at hand but the Diocese of Québec authorities
are doing everything they can to slowdown the
process by attacking the autonomy of the Parish.
Other projects that have our attention are the
restoration of the Duncan monument as well as the
installation of interpretive panels that are outlined in
more detail in this newsletter.
Once again this year, I would like to thank everyone
who has supported the Foundation by their actions in
2009. I would also like to confirm that all Foundation
directors merit your support as they are devoted and
essential to the pursuit of our mission. I trust that
upon reading this newsletter that you will have a
better appreciation of the results of our efforts and
the Foundation will have your support to help us
realize our future projects.
Enjoy the reading.
Robert Pelletier, president
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On the lookout for the DUNCANS of Saint-Germain

U

ndulating and punctuated by remarkable
asymmetrical monuments, St. George’s
cemetery can be described above all as an open
air archive centre. Indeed, not only have the
monuments resisted the passing of time, they reveal a piece of history of the many protestant
families who rest in this site.
Well away from pedestrian and motor vehicle traffic, the Duncan obelisk and its enclosure inevitably attracts the visitor’s attention, admiring the
refinement of the marble needle and the complex
pattern of the fence forged 150 years ago. To the
aesthetic assets are added bits and pieces of history engraved on the
monument’s pedestal. A
first inscription refers to
the Duncan patriarch who
arrived
from
Ireland
around 1825, accompanied
by 9 children: In memory of
Andrew Duncan a native of
Donemana County Tyron
Ireland died 9 November
1841 Aged 72 years and of
Rebecca Blayney his wife
died 15 February 1866 Aged
87 years.

The second inscription recalls the tragic disappearance of the youngest child of the family,
named Rebecca, after her mother: Drowned accidentally Nov. 1821 Rebecca fifth daughter of Andrew Duncan and Rebecca Blayney his wife. The
drowning likely occurred before the family’s arrival to the region.
A third inscription tells of the death of a patron of
St. George’s Church: In memory of Grace Menzies
beloved wife of James Duncan died 21 January
1871 Aged 66 years. Indeed, it is Grace Menzies
Duncan who donated the stained glass window of
the evangelists which adorns the southern facade
of the Church. Grace also offered, in 1859, three
lots in the downtown area (the current site of the

Charlemagne restaurant) as well as a
residence to house Reverend Jones and his successors. This providential donation was conditional
upon the parish’s commitment to preserve the
Duncan monument and to paint the forged metal
fence every four years.
Finally, the fourth side of the pedestal evokes the
memory of two Duncan sons who were intimately
linked to the development of Saint Germain: James
Duncan Died 3 January 1880 Aged 81 years also
Ambrose Duncan Died 9 January 1880 Aged 68
years. We have little information on Ambrose, who
was a farmer in Saint Germain during his lifetime,
except that he died a bachelor leaving a sizable fortune.
James’ life was better documented.
Among other
things, he was First Lieutenant of the Eastern Townships
Loyal Volunteers, a regiment
formed by Heriot at the time
of the unrest in 1837. He
becomes the business agent
for the Richardson estate for
the sale of thousands of
acres of land located in the
last seven concessions of Grantham. He also was
active in municipal politics. Married in 1841 to
Grace Menzies, then a widower, he married Margaret Everard, with whom he had four children.
The hamlet of Duncan Station, a river also named
Duncan as well as a middle class residence called
Mount Pleasant reminds us of the presence of the
Duncans at the intersection of the 12th range road
of Saint Germain, route 239 and the Canadian National rail line.
Let us recognize this family’s commitment to St.
George’s Church, in good weather and bad the
family members would travel the 18 kms by carriage, as well as return home, to participate in the
celebrations and receive the sacraments.
Yolande Allard, February 2010
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Duncan grave site to get a facelift

O

f the few monuments in the
cemetery that have yet to be
restored, the Ambrose Duncan one
is probably the most impressive and
the most challenging. As you can see
in the photo, it is surrounded by a
handsome cast iron fence with a
gate. The monument itself, a tall
obelisk, has started to lean a little
too much and is on the verge of defying gravity. The fencing as well is
badly in need of attention. Since the
beginning of the cemetery restoration project, this particular case has
been the subject of much discussion
but finally it has been decided to go
ahead and restore the site properly
this summer. This means dismantling and repairing the fencing, resetting the obelisk on a solid level
base and levelling the site so that
the restored fence can be properly
reinstalled. If everything works out
as planned, the gate should fit correctly once again and should stay
shut without the help of a piece of
rusty wire that currently serves as a
latch. Add a few flowers and it will
look as stately as it did back in Victorian times.
Len Desfosses

T

he Foundation continues to need your support. Become a
member today or by sending us your tax deductible
donation, you will help the Foundation achieve its mission to
restore and preserve our heritage for future generations.
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Midnight Skulker Shuffleboard Society news

D

ue to the unsettled state of the
economy, the Midnight Skulker
Shuffleboard Society is unable to offer a
special rebate package this year. We
would also like to express our gratitude
for the overwhelming response to the
“Adopt a Ghost” and “Combo Offer”
programs from previous years. We apologize for the delay in sending out photographs to those who subscribed to the
2008 Combo Offer. This situation is due
in part to the late date of installation of
the repaired gravestones and because
we always hope that one of the ghosts
will show up in the photos, we are delaying taking the pictures until after the
snow is gone since it is next to impossible to photograph the ghosts against a
white background.
Len Desfosses
Registrar, MSSS

The Foundation
Directors
Executive:
Robert Peletier
President
Cathy Millar
Vice president
Barbara Grant
Secretary
Hugh Bieber
Treasurer
Other directors:
Phyllis Atwood
Doris Mace
Yves Toutant
Robert Haggerty
Raymond Ouellet

Barry Husk
Guy Drouin
RobertTaylor
Leonard W. Desfosses

Annual Feast of St. George Saturday, June 5, 2010 Tickets available from Directors

PAGE 6

S T. G E O R G E ’ S N E W S

VOLUM E 16, I S S UE 1

Treasurer’s Report – 2009
Balance Sheet—December 31, 2009

F

ewer repair projects on the Church
property were required by the Foundation
in 2009. The work to repair the damage from
ice build-up to the roof above the Vestry was
completed. We now believe that the problem
has been finally resolved.
The directors
passed a resolution to forgive the $2,200 loan
granted to St George’s Church in 2006. Work
continued in the cemetery with the
refurbishment of 5 monuments.
The
directors approved the development of a
Foundation website which is expected to be
available in early 2010. The financial results
for 2009 showed that income exceeded
expenditures by $8,654. Donations continue
to be the Foundation’s major source of
income reaching $12,010, down slightly from
$12,600 in 2008. The major contributors
were John Imlah, Alan N. Rhodes and one
donor who wishes to remain anonymous. The
Foundation received a grant of $6,072 from
the Conseil du Patrimoine Religieux for
projects undertaken in 2008.
Income from activities was $2,172 compared
to $1,512 last year, and interest income from
term deposits reached $556 compared to
$699 in 2008.
Repair and restoration expenditures to the
Church property totalled $4,590, while work
in the cemetery cost $1,958 during the year.
The cost of our fundraising activities was
$2,749 which slightly less than the $3,231
disbursed in 2008. Directors’ insurance and
miscellaneous
charges
totalled
$981
compared to $1,313 in 2008. And finally, the
cost of professional fees, which included the
development cost of our website, reached
$1878.

31/12/2009
$

Assets:
Cash on Hand
Guaranteed Income Inves.
Accrued Interest
Loan to St.George’s Church
Acc.receivable ( Fed. Gov.)
Total Assets:

4 818
33 764
544
452
39 578

31/12/2008
$
3 932
23 764
179
2 200
849
30 924

Liabilities and Surplus:
Accounts Payable
Surplus

39 578$

30 924$

Statement of Income and Expenses – 2009

Income:
Fondation du patrimoine religieux

Donations and Memberships
Interest Income
Income from Activities
GST/QST Refund
Bank Interest
Total Income:
Expenses:
Repairs to Church
Fundraising Activities
Cemetery Project Costs
Directors’ Insurance
Bank Charges
Miscellaneous
Professional Fees
Community Activities
Total Expenses:

2009
$
6 072
12 010
556
2 172

2008
$
12 600
699
1 512
1 659

20 810

16 470

4 590
2 749
1 958
699

9 782
3 231
1 731
888

282
1 878

425

12 156

726
16 783

Net Income or (Loss) for the Period

8 654

(313)

Surplus at Beginning of Period

30 924

31 237

Surplus at End of Period

39 578$

30 924$

In summary, total income was $20,810 in 2009 up from
$16,470 in 2008, while expenditures were $12,156 down
from $16,783 the previous year. Finally, the surplus as of
December 31, 2009 stands at $39,578 versus $30,924 at
the beginning of the year.
Hugh E. Bieber, Treasurer

How to reach us:
St.George’s Church Foundation Inc.
276 Heriot Street,
Drummondville, QC, Canada J2C 1K1
Phone: 819-472-7439
E-mail: h.bieber@sympatico.ca

