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Founded in 1993, the Foundation
was established to promote and
protect the architectural and historical
heritage of St. George’s Church. As a notfor-profit organization, the Foundation and
its network of partners work tirelessly to preserve and highlight the unique identity of this exceptional site where Drummondville’s founder, Frederick George
Heriot, is buried.

As we look forward to the challenges that face us with regard
to the Church’s preservation and development and to the
financing required to support
our many activities, it is with
pride that I would like to
President’s Message special
outline the Board of Directors’
many successes in 2014 and to
discuss the projects that we will
be undertaking in 2015.

Guy Drouin

Last year was particularly full of
good news. One major success
was the five-year agreement to
rent much of our parking area
to the City of Drummondville.
This revenue, along with that
from renting the Church, the
Hall, and the Presbytery, has allowed us to self-finance almost
all of the expenses necessary
for the upkeep of the Church
and its other buildings.
One exceptional activity in
2014 was the Drummondville
Chamber of Commerce kickoff
cocktail with more than 250 participants. The Foundation organized the opening to the activities with the solemn march
of five representatives of the Royal 22nd Regiment led by a
bagpiper from the Black Watch Regiment. Everybody agreed

Launch of the activities of the CCID
was held at St. George’s Church
A cocktail celebrating the launch of the activities of the Drummondville Chamber of Commerce was held at St. George’s
Church on Monday, 8 September 2014. Over 250 people were
present to witness the Guard of Honour of five members of
the 6th Battalion of the Royal 22nd Regiment (vandoos) and
the performance by a bagpiper from the Black Watch Regiment... (continued on page 2)

that the evening was a remarkable success.
More than 100 people came to our
annual St. George’s Church Feast to
enjoy a wonderful meal and to help us
reach our financial goal.

Commerce Drummond once more rented the
Presbytery to house a group of University of Montréal students who were in Drummondville to take part in a
workshop on urbanization.
The Church site requires constant attention. In June, a dozen
volunteers, including Foundation members and their families, took part in our annual cleanup day on the Church site.
To quote our former President, Cathy Miller: «As you can see,
the Foundation has an excellent relationship with City Hall
and its representatives. They supply information, professional
expertise and assistance. I think both parties work together
exceptionally well to preserve our wonderful heritage.» It is
even more pertinent this year as we have worked with the City’s Arts and Cultural Service to create Place Frederick George
Heriot at the entrance to our site. The work is to be completed in spring of 2015 and the official inauguration is set for
the end of June. This project, financed by the City of Drummondville, Heritage Canada, and the Foundation, represents
an investment of over $170,000.
It takes people who believe in service to keep the Foundation
working smoothly and efficiently and I wish to thank all the
members of the Board of Directors. They all have their own
busy lives but take time to meet once a month to discuss a
wide variety of projects. Many of these projects would cost
quite a bit more were it not for their valued contribution.
I would also like to thank you, our numerous donors, for generously supporting our mission over these years. This support is essential if we are to fulfill our goal of the preservation
and enhancement of our religious and cultural heritage. Without it, we would be unable to continue.
Thank you.

Place Frederick George Heriot
The unveiling of Place Frederick George Heriot will be one
of the keystone events of Drummondville’s 200th anniversary
The City’s founder will finally get the recognition that he justly deserves. This new public venue will be created at the site
of Heriot’s resting place at St. George’s Church.
The venue will consist of three elements: a bust of Heriot
(created by Johanne Lafond, a local artist) on a plinth, a modern work of art to celebrate the City’s 200th anniversary, and
panels outlining the history of the cemetery. The modern
work of art is the initiative of Drummondville’s Service des
arts et de la culture. General Heriot’s tomb will also be restored.
Drummondville’s Mayor, Alexandre Cusson, will also inter a
time capsule under Heriot’s bust. This capsule will contain
photos, autographs, letters from citizens and politicians,
newspaper clippings and other historic artifacts donated by
various local organizations.

CCID event.

(continuation)...The participants then assembled in the
Church where the organization’s activities for the year were
announced. It promises to be a historic year. The throng then
assembled once more outside for cocktails and canapés. It
was the perfect time for members, both active and new, as
well as the Board of Directors and the organization’s staff to
mingle and enjoy the convivial atmosphere of such a magnificent setting.

Place Frederick George Heriot will see the light of day thanks
to the generosity of the City of Drummondville, Heritage
Canada, and St. George’s Church Foundation. One person
who played a major role in the project was Madame Danielle
Dufresne, Director of Drummondville’s Service des arts et
de la culture. Madame Dufresne was instrumental in making
sure that the project became an important part of the City’s
200th anniversary celebrations.
The unveiling of the new site and its attendant works of art
will take place next June 29, the official date of the anniversary of the City’s founding. Amongst those attending the official ceremony will be city officials, artists, and a delegation
from the Isle of Jersey, Heriot’s birthplace.
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On Sept. 27, 2014, parishioners gathered at St. George’s for an
intimate service in memory of Eunice Morton Lloyd.
A brass plaque commemorating her tireless dedication to the
well being of the Parish has been installed on the organ cabinet. A small framed picture of Eunice, donated by Elizabeth
Chavous, can be seen atop the organ in the above photo.
The service was co-ministered by Reverend Yves Samson
of St. Georges Church and Reverend Reg Jennings of the
United Church of Canada.

Friday July 9th saw the laying of the Drummondville High
School cornerstone by Mr. E.G. Montgomery, chairman of
the Drummondville Board of School Trustees in the presence
of Mayor Ringuet, Provincial MP Robert Bernard and Federal
MP Armand Cloutier. Also taking part in the ceremony were
Riverview Principal J.L. MacKeen, as well as Reverends Ray
Stafford, Norman Pilcher and T.D Carson.
Most people are not aware that a box was placed inside the
cornerstone.....it has become a sort of secret.
Mr. Perry, head of the Home and School Association, addressed the audience thanking local industries and friends
for making the new school possible. He also described the
contents of the box : a copy of the prospectus used during
the funding drive, a history of the Drummondville Home
& School Association prepared by its past president Mr. H.
Craniford, a history of Drummondville prepared by pupils
of Riverview school, a List of teachers and pupils for 194748, a synopsis of the funding campaign prepared by Mrs. W.
Gough, a copy of the Drummondville Spokesman, a copy of
our ¨Springtime Review¨ presented to raise funds and, finally,
a copy of Mr. D.A. Perry’s speech.
Due to declining numbers, the high school students were
transferred to the Richmond Regional School in 1968 but the
elementary school students remained at Drummondville
High School until 1982 when they in turn were transferred to
Richmond. It was not until 1998 that a new English school was

Photo Left to right : Rev. Y Samson, Rev. R.Jennings,
Katherine Haggerty, Hugh Bieber.

The cornerstone secret
For many years students trudged by St.George’s church and
the cemetery on their way to school at Riverview Intermediate. While the old school had served the English community well since its opening in 1912, it was time for improvement and In September 1947 plans were accepted for a new
school better suited to meeting the challenges of the post
war era. Previous generations of Riverview graduates could
only dream of the facilities the new building would offer
its students...eight large classrooms, chemistry and physics
laboratory, a large well equipped gymnasium, a library and
rooms for home economics and industrial arts. An architect’s
drawing of the new school appeared in the Drummondville
Spokesman on February 20th 1948
A fund raising campaign with a subscription objective of
$20,000 was launched under the canvass committee chairmanship of Mr. R.N Ferguson. As part of the campaign, a
scale model of the new school constructed by Mr. E. Bieber
was displayed in the window of the Southern Canada Power
Company on Heriot Street.

opened in Drummondville in a former French school.
The Drummondville High building is currently home to the
municipal library and the Drummondville Historical Society,
but both are scheduled to move to new, more modern quarters in 2017. At this time, it is not known what will become of
the building but one thing is certain....if it is demolished, you
know what secrets will be found in its cornerstone!
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The cost for renting the Hall is $ 175 for 6 hours or less and $
225 for over 6 hours. The cost for renting the Church is $ 330
for a wedding or a baptism, $ 360 for a concert, and $ 200 for
a funeral.
For further information, please contact Yanick Pétrin at 819
472-6705.

Tours

Remember when...
16 year old Eunice Morton, former student of Riverview Intermediate School won a major prize in a nationwide educational contest held by Brandram-Henderson Ltd. The $60
prize was to be applied to school fees, music lessons or other
educational pursuits. Eunice was attending Commissioners
High School in Quebec City at the time.

First of all, let me mention that the summer of 2014 at St.
George’s Church was marked by so many wonderful memories. In all, we had over 2000 visitors, not including those who
came for the many weddings that took place. The vast majority of visitors were a joy to meet and it was such a pleasure
to talk over the Church’s history and Quebec society in general and to help them discover our city’s crown jewel. Thanks
once again for this wonderful opportunity!
Philippe Proulx Drummondville Tourist guide

Drummondville Spokesman December 1st 1939
The First Drummondville Brownie Troop spent an enjoyable
2 days at the Health Camp on Hemming’s Falls Road with
Brown Owl Mrs. Alsey and Tawny Owl Mrs Reid in charge.
The following Brownies will receive their Golden Bar badge
in the fall : Barbara Bieber, Joan Christman, Barbara Christman, Brenda Conyers, Sylvia Cloutier, Francis Cope, Joan DeGaust, Valerie Davis, Betty Millar, Janice Moffat, Carol Norris,
Betty Reid, Mary Rolland and Joan Sinclair.
Drummondville Spokesman July 9th 1948.

Rentals symmary
In 2014, the Church, Hall and Presbytery were rented on 50
occasions.
The Church was rented 28 times for marriages, masses, baptisms, concerts, funerals, and one art exhibition and one
event launch.
The Hall was rented 21 times for Christmas parties, meetings,
a giant garage sale, a concert, etc.
The Presbytery was rented for two weeks by students of the
Institut d’Urbanisme de Montreal as a place to stay during a
workshop.
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Cemetery visits
For the second consecutive year, the Drummond Historical
Society included guided tours of St. George’s cemetery as
part of its annual Cultural Day activities last September 28th.
Participants enjoyed learning about the history of the cemetery and the restoration project undertaken by your Foundation.

Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2014

In summary, total income was $36,012 in 2014 up significantly
from $27,297 in 2013; we also saw a major increase in expenditures to $62,277 up from $28,961 from the previous year. However,
a significant portion of these expenditures was a one-time revenue generating expense ($10,076) for the improvements to the
parking area and the recognition of the amount due the Parish
($18,287) for property insurance. Therefore, the surplus as of December 31, 2014 stands at $9,847 versus $36,112 at the beginning
of the year.
Hugh E. Bieber, Treasurer

LIABILITIES AND
SURPPLUS

Repairs to Church property reached $15,457 in 2014 compared to
$1,724 last year. $10,076 of this amount was the cost of preparing
the parking area to meet the requirements of our lease agreement with the City. This cost included excavation work, paving
and painting lines. A monitored security system was installed in
February at a total cost of $3,221 including the annual monitoring fees. The remaining amount includes repairs to the Church
roof and other minor repairs. The cost of our fundraising activities was $2,639 which was up from $2,250 disbursed in 2013. The
cost of cemetery maintenance was $1,056 in 2014. Rentals costs
were $2,766, up from $1,304 last year. This increase is attributed
in part to a higher number of rentals and a one-time adjustment
($356) from the previous year. Utilities costs, hydro and gas, were
up significantly to $15,159 compared to $11,134 in 2013. This was
the result of an extremely cold winter in 2014. Actions have been
taken to reduce these costs; we have already seen improvements
in the consumption of gas and electricity. The Foundation transferred $5,494 to the Parish of St. George’s Church for the 2014
property insurance premium owed to the Diocese of Quebec
who carries the group plan for all churches in the Diocese. Several years ago the Foundation directors requested that the Church
building be insured for its replacement cost and the directors
had agreed to reimburse the Parish for the additional cost but
had never reflected this commitment on its Balance Sheet. To
properly express the Foundation’s financial status, the directors resolved to show this liability due the Parish on the Balance
Sheet as a long-term debt. And finally, directors’ insurance, bank
fees and miscellaneous charges totaled $1,419 compared to $849
in 2013.

2013-12-31

($)
5 483

($)
10 861

20 028

24 028

78

112

2 545

1 111

TOTAL ASSETS

28 134

36 112

Accounts Payable

-

-

Insurance Premiums
due Parish

18 287

-

SURPLUS

9 847

36 112

Cash on Hand
Guaranteed Income
Investments
Accrued Interest
GST/QST Refund
Receivable

Statement of Income and
Expenses - December 31, 2014
INCOME

Income from rentals increased significantly to $16,898 up from
$8,620 in 2013. The major contributor to this increase in revenue
is a 5-year lease agreement with the City of Drummondville,
starting in April 2014, for 15 week-day parking spots generating
an income of $5,250 annually. Income from activities was $3,409
compared to $2,960 last year, interest income from term deposits
and bank interest was $122 compared to $214 in 2013.

EXPENSES

The 2014 financial reports will show that expenditures exceeded
income by $26,265 compared to the deficit of $1,665 reported
last year. Donations are once again a major source of income
reaching $15,583, exceeding last year’s record of $15,503. Major
contributors were Virginia Burt – In memory of Harold and Dorothy Lockwood, Alan N. Rhodes, Robert Taylor, John Imlah, David
Jones, Kaatza Foundation and H. Gordon Meyer.

ASSETS

Treasurer’s Report – 2014

2014-12-31

2014
($)
15 583
16 898

2013
($)
15 503
8 620

3 409

2 960

122

214

TOTAL INCOME

36 012

27 297

Repairs to Chruch Property
Utility Costs
Fundraising
Activities
Cemetery
Projet Costs
Rental Costs
Property Insurance
Directors’ Insurance
Bank Charges
Miscellaneous

15 457
15 159

1 724
11 134

2 639

2 250

1 056

0

2 766
23 781
863
17
539

1 304
11 701
699
21
128

TOTAL EXPENSES

62 277

28 961

(26 265)

(1 665)

36 112

37 777

9 847

36 112

Donations and Memberships
Rental Income
Income from
Activities
Interest Income

Net Income or (Loss)
for the Period
Surplus at Beginning of Period
Surplus at End of Period
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Follow Drummondville’s 200th activities!

D200.ca
PRESENTED BY

Rentals

Membership

Donations

The Hall and the Church can be
rented for private events.
For details, go to :
www.st-george-foundation.org/location

The Foundation continues
to need your support.
Become a member today!

Send us your tax deductible donation,
you will help the Foundation achieve
its mission to restore and preserve our
heritage for future generations.

Chruch Services

Annual general meeting

How to reach us

United Church Services on the 2nd Saturday of
each month at 3 PM with Rev. Reg. Jennings.

April 24th at 7 PM in the Hall.

St. George’s Church Foundation Inc.
276 Heriot Street
Drummondville, QC, Canada J2C 1K1
Phone : 819 826-2209
E-mail : h.bieber@sympatico.ca

Anglican Church Services on the 4th Saturday
of each month at 3 PM with Rev. Yves Samson.

Don’t forget!

Foundation Directors

Annual Feast
Saturday, June 6th 2015!

Executive :
Guy Drouin, president
Katherine Archer, vice-president
Barbara Grant, secretary
Hugh Bieber, treasurer
Directors :
Barry Husk

Leonard W. Desfosses

Cathy Millar

Robert Haggerty

Denis Cartwright

Robert Pelletier

Doris Mace

Robert Taylor

Kim Peacock

Tony Morrison
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